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2-year deal With Mets. sors rases 
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STOCK MARKET 


DOW DIVES, BUT 
DON’T DESPAIR 


Economy fundamentally strong despite stocks’ slide 


Specialists John Parisi, left, and Michael Gagliano work Monday on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged more than 1,100 points Monday. The rush of anxiety has obscured a fundamental fact about the U.S. economy: It’s healthy. 
Richard Drew, Associated Press 


Christopher Rugaber and Josh Boak Associated Press Dow plunges 1,175 points 

A wave of fear about inflation and higher interest rates 
sent stock prices tumbling on Monday and raised concerns 
about corporate profits. The plunge of more than 1,100 points 
in the Dow Jones industrial average produced its worst day 
in more than six years, capping two days of losses that have 
erased the stock market’s gains for the year. 

Yet the rush of anxiety has obscured a fundamental fact 
about the U.S. economy: It’s healthy. 

Nearly nine years into the expansion that followed the 
Great Recession, the job market is strong. So is housing. Con- 
sumer confidence is solid, and manufacturing is rebounding. 
Households and businesses are spending freely. Personal debt 
has lightened since the financial crisis a decade ago. Major 
economies around the world are growing in tandem. 

After Monday’s stock swoon, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
the spokeswoman for President Donald Trump, who has 
often boasted of the market’s gains, said in a statement: 

“The president’s focus is on our long-term economic 
SEE ECONOMY, 7 


The stock market ended a wild day on Monday with its biggest 
drop in six and a half years. 


26,000 


25,500 


25,000 


24,500 


24,000 


23,500 
10 a.m. 11 12 1 p.m. 2 3 4 


SOURCE: FactSet AP 


PHILADELPHIA 


Identity crisis dawns for a city of underdog fanatics 


Dave Sheinin and Cindy Boren 
Washington Post 


Philadelphia Eagles fans awoke Monday 
to sunshine and cold, nursing foggy brains 
that might still be trying to piece together 
the new reality confronting them. Along 
Broad Street, city sanitation workers had 
done such a stellar job of cleanup overnight, 
it might make one wonder: Was Sunday 
night real? Did the Eagles really win the 
Super Bowl? Did the raucous celebration, the 
tangle of overjoyed humanity and the inevi- 
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table pockets of debauchery really happen? 

You could tune in to 94WIP Sports Radio, 
or glance at the front page of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer (“AT LAST!”), and hear or see 
that it was all true. Or you could walk to 
Broad, run your finger along a light pole, 
note the coating of hydraulic fluid still pres- 
ent, and feel it: For Eagles fans, the world 
had changed overnight. 

With their 41-33 victory over the New 
England Patriots on Sunday night, the 
Eagles earned the first Super Bowl title in 
franchise history and set off a wild, teeming 
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street party that lasted deep into the wee 
hours of Monday, one full of tears, chants, 
songs and the occasional overturned car 
and downed light pole. 

The hydraulic fluid applied in advance 
by city police proved woefully ineffective at 
keeping unruly fans off the poles. 

“It changes your whole outlook about 
yourself, your whole identity,” said Tom 
Russo, a business owner from South Philly 
and Eagles season-ticket holder, as he 
headed up Broad Street from South Philly 
SEE EAGLES, 2 
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Murphy 
fights net 
neutrality 
rollback 


Jersey to require internet 
providers to adhere to rules 
if they want state contracts 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


Gov. Phil Murphy on Monday unveiled 
his latest effort combating President Don- 
ald Trump’s administration: two moves 
he said will help protect “open” internet 
access for New Jerseyans in the wake of the 
federal government’s controversial deci- 
sion to repeal net-neutrality rules. 

Murphy signed an executive order mak- 
ing New Jersey the third state that requires 
internet service providers “adhere to the 
principles of net neutrality” if they want to 
do business with the state. 

The Democratic governor also said New 
Jersey is joining 21 other states and Wash- 
ington, D.C., in a lawsuit challenging the 
Federal Communications Commission’s 
decision late last year to roll back the rules. 

“Our intent is clear: New Jerseyans 
deserve free, open and equal access to the 
internet,” Murphy said during a news con- 
ference in Newark. “The internet is no lon- 
ger a curious plaything available only toa 
select few. It is now a vital part of everyday 
life.” 

“Net neutrality” refers to the idea that 
all internet service providers — or ISPs — 
should treat all web traffic as being equal. 

The FCC enacted the rules in 2015 under 
President Barack Obama’s administration 
SEE INTERNET, 4 


RUTGERS 


Record gift to 
support sports 
and academics 


Keith Sargeant For The Star-Ledger 


Not long after a ceremonial ground- 
breaking in 2016 for the $115 million 
RWJBarnabas Health Athletic Performance 
Center at Rutgers University, school ath- 
letic director Pat Hobbs turned his atten- 
tion to the next project. 

“It’s going to be a very, very big focus in 
the next six months,” Hobbs said, pointing 
to a proposed training facility to accom- 
modate the men’s and women’s soccer 
and lacrosse programs. “There are a lot of 
folks who are passionate about soccer and 
lacrosse, as I am, and they know the impor- 
tance of that facility.” 

That statement seems prophetic after 
Hobbs on Monday announced a $15 mil- 
lion gift for the lacrosse and soccer training 
facility, the largest gift in Rutgers Athlet- 
ics’ history. 

The Gary and Barbara Rodkin Center 
for Academic Success will support the aca- 
demic achievements of Rutgers’ 680 stu- 
dent-athletes. 

The naming rights were secured by the 
donors, Gary Rodkin and his wife, Barbara, 
both Rutgers alumni. Gary Rodkin is best 
known as the former chief executive officer 
SEE RUTGERS, 4 
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